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To the Secretury of Commarce:

On January 26, 1935 af aboul 2:20 a.m. near the Pittsburgh allegheny
County Hunicipal sirport, an airplane, while being operated in scheduled .
flight carrying express and United Siutes mail, crashed with result ant death
to the pilet and the compiete destruction of the aircraft and carzo.

The pilet, Floyd F. Church, held Peyhrthent nt Commerce transport pl- '
lot's license No. 8180 and had a schaduled air trauspert ratihg. The plane,
& Conscolidated Fleetster, bore Depurtrent of commerce license nurber NC-13212.
No passengers wers permitted to be carried. '

The plane arrived at Allegheéeny Airport st about 2. G5 a. M, was . serVLGed
with zos and oil and the cargo loaded. Icing conditicns existed at the time
and a mechanic called the pilot's attention to a coating of ice  then en the
vings and landing gear of the plane wkieh in places was ono-quarter of an
ineh thick.

The pilot elected to continue the flight and take-off was accomplished
using & major portion of the long runvey. As soon as the plane was well of'f

‘the ground, it was observed to make a flat turn, as though returning to land.‘H'f

“When at an altitude of approx1mate1y 200 feet and apparently about te assume -

a glide into the field, the airplune was seen to. waver and fall into a splrdlkﬁ-ﬂ
deucent. The landing lights were sean to flash on at the Deglnnlnd of the & ...

mareuver. Due to the terrain; the plane d*saapeared from ths sight of- wlt—i”f'._
nesses mn the alrport before the dctusl crash occurred.  The plane struck bhn;'gf
jground with the engine runn1ng and flre followed 1mmed1¢te1y v

. It is apparent from ithis aescrlptlon that the alrplane had collected g
further ceaiing of ice which in addit tion to increasing its melght mater;ally, T
“also 1mpu1reﬂ ihe llftlng actlon of tpe wings and DrOb‘blj obscare* tne pi-
lot‘" ision. . : s

It is the epiniorn of the Accident Board that the Jrobable uausu of thls
accident was poor judgment on the part of the pilot for attempting to tuke
of I’ under existing weather condltlonb and on the part of the uompdnf for ner--
mitiing the take-off. ' : '

Rebpectlul ¥ submltted

-Bugene L. Vidal,
Director of Air Commerce.




